More Choices for Military, Foster Parents by Conaway, Brooke
Georgia Southern University
Digital Commons@Georgia Southern
Business in Savannah Articles Business, College of - College Publications
3-10-2010
More Choices for Military, Foster Parents
Brooke Conaway
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/savannah
This article is brought to you for free and open access by the Business, College of - College Publications at Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Business in Savannah Articles by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Georgia Southern. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@georgiasouthern.edu.
Recommended Citation
http://coba.georgiasouthern.edu/pdf%20files/2010_03_10_Conaway_Military_Choices.pdf
Business in Savannah | businessinsavannah.com | 912-652-0300 Wednesday, March 10, 2010 | 7
State Sen. Chip Rogers has
introduced a new bill with
the hope of reforming the
educational quality received
by Georgia’s children.













was passed in 2007 and
signed into law by Gov.
Sonny Perdue in May of that
year. Qualifying students
may choose from a list of
pre-approved private schools
and receive tuition vouch-
ers equal to the amount of
public funds that would have
been spent or the amount of
private school tuition and
fees, whichever is less.
Any private school may
apply to be included on this
list and be accepted after
meeting a set of credentials
determined by the Georgia
Department of Education.
Based on information
from the education depart-
ment, I see two major
advantages to this voucher
program.
First, it allows parents to
choose the school that best
meets the needs of their
children. Income is no longer
a factor for parents who
determine a private school
would provide a better edu-
cational environment and
superior facilities for their
children. Qualifying chil-
dren are given an enhanced
opportunity to excel despite
their disabilities.
Second, this program
had no impact on taxpay-
ers because students who
qualify receive funds equal
to or less than the funds that
would have been spent on
them in public school. There-
fore, no tax increase was
necessary to fund this bill.
In fact, tax money is actu-
ally saved in the instance
that private tuition and fees
are less than the amount of
public funds that would have
been spent. This is likely not
an uncommon event since
private tuition is on average
one-third less than public
expenditures per pupil.
The new additions to this
program would make vouch-
ers available to students
with parents in the military
and to foster children. Sen.
Rogers chose these groups
because of their transient
status.
Now, a qualifying student
must have spent the past
year attending a Georgia
public school, and private
schools have complete dis-
cretion in deciding whether
to accept students who apply
for admission through the
program.
The Savannah area is
likely to benefit from these
additions to the bill more
than most areas in Georgia.
Being the home to Hunter
Army Airfield and Fort
Stewart military bases,
which together employ more
than 42,000 people, a large
percentage of the popula-
tion near Savannah would be
eligible for these vouchers.
Many parents with stu-
dents coming from better
out-of-state schools would
be able to send their children
to the best-quality schools
in the area while they are
stationed here.
In an Atlanta press confer-
ence on Feb. 3, Sen. Rogers
revealed the additions to the
voucher bill are only a step-
ping stone to eventually give
all Georgia parents the same
opportunity.
From my research in the
field of education, it is evi-
dent offering parents more
choices increases educa-
tional quality and generates
better educational output
from students.
For instance, North Caro-
lina spends less per student,
offers greater parental
choice among schools and
generates better educational
output for each tax dollar
spent than either Georgia or
South Carolina.
Sen. Rogers may help lead
the way for Georgia to follow
suit and initiate successful
reforms in the education of
Georgia’s students.
Brooke Conaway is a visiting
assistant professor in the School
of Economic Development at
Georgia Southern University.
She can be reached at lbconaway
@georgiasouthern.edu.
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Income is no longer a factor for parents who
determine a private school would provide a
better educational environment and superior
facilities for their children. Qualifying children
are given an enhanced opportunity to excel
despite their disabilities.
